AT THE BOOK DEPOSITORY - THE INNOCENT BYSTANDER 

Statements of Witnesses - Joe R, MOLINA 

DepoWtion - April 7 , I96I1, 6 H 368-73 

Molina was" a 16 -year employee of the Book Depository who, appar- 
ently innocently, was almost ruined by the police. 

He appears to have been the only person to have demanded to be 
heard by the Commission except for Revilo Oliver, the Mohn Bircher. 
Oliver had no information to offer, he wanted to be heard. Molina 
had a grievance. 

The essence of his story is. that about 1:30 in hhe morning of 
Nov. 23, he and his family were roused from their sleep by police who 
wanted to know about the "C. I. Porum" (p.368) which he described as 
a veterans* club. He said that he was <|uestioned by Police Lt. Rev^ill 
and a Mr. Garroway, whose name is later spelled with two N*s instead 

of the R»s, Cannoway, This club met at his church and one of the parish 
priests was its chaplain. 

When the police came, they wanted to look around and he said. 

Sure, I don’t have anything to hide, look aroxond.” According to his 
story, they really did some looking, and which his wife started to 
get back in bed, "they told her she had, to get' out of bed and go into 
the living room ... , He said of the cops, "They woke up the kids; ... 
started quettioning the kids, too." The technique he describes is one 
in which thepolice would ask Molina questions and then seek corrobo- 
ration from his children. The nature of the questioning is not indi- 
cated. Then the cops decided to take him down to the police department 
for questioning, but finally a conrproraise was worked out whereby he 
would go down, but in the morning, and at 10:30 his wife drome him 
down to police headquarters. He said, "l went into Chief Gannoway»s 
office or# whatever his name is. He said I was supposed to be ques- 
tioned by Mr. Fritz down there but that he wanted to talk to me after 
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after they questioned me up there because they wanted to know more about 

the G. I, Porum.^., *' After waiting for what he described as qxiite 

some time, an FBI man saw he was still there. It was then 2 or 3 o'clock 

and he had had no lunch "or hadn't had a drink of water," The FBI man 

asked an unidentified member of the Dallas police department "can't 

you lit him go..." but was told Molina had to continue waiting. (p,369) 

Thereafter Lt. Revill did ask him, "a lot of questions about the 

G. I, Forum He thinks the questions he was asked were about people 

in "their so-called subsersive files". They gave him a statement to 

and 

sign about the G. I. Forum and its members, and he did, /at lj.;30 or 5 
a plainclothesman drove him home, 

When he got home he fotind 3 or 4 cars parked in front of his 
house, "my wife was all shook up and she ssdLd, *iyfy Dod* she said ’Fon't 
you know what they been saying about you?* I said, ‘No, I don't know 
what they are saying about me,’ She said ‘Don't you know you been on 
TV and the news media across the nation saying you are on the so-called 
list with the Dallas Police Department claiming that you associate with 
persons of* - see if I can quote it right - I was known to associate 
with persons of subsrersive background. 

Mr, Ball. That was on Tv? 

Mr. Molina. Oh, ^ yes. 

Mr. Ball, Who put that on ■^V? 

Mr. Molina. It was a statement made by Chief Curry, 

Mr, Ball, By whom? 

Mr. Molina, Chief Gurry and I says *No, I didn’t know anything 
about it. I was just being questioned.* They said ’Well, did you tell 
them to release your name?' I said *I don't know who gave my namei out, 
gave out the information, » So, they were very concerned because at 




3 - Molina 

first, I didn’t think it was - I figured they would make a retraction 

and I would be' cleared, so forth and so on and nothing came out on the 

radio and nothing was said and I called the ^olice Department and told 

them I wanted to talk to Chief Gurry and they said he was busy. I was 

talking to, I think someone, fellow named Kixig. He answered the phone 

and he said any retraction has to come from Chief Gurry, (p.370) 

Molina also got no satisfaction from the Associated Press. He 

was distraught because "l was accused of something I didn’t know anything 

about.” Apparently he never got any retraction from anybody. 

His boss was very upset about it, although nothing was said for 

about 10 days, when he raised the question, saying, ”l’m going to get 

this thing cleared, I am going to find somebody to clear me of this.” 

very 

He was told, he said, ”Yovl/^ better do it/fast because the president 

is very upset about it and we have been getting a lot of calls and 

in 

several people calling/and saying he hires subversives”, Molina saw 
one letter which said that and went further and said the writer "wasn’t 
going to do business with that book firm because they hired Communists.” 
On December 13, "they called me in and said they wanted to talk 
with me and hhey told me that due to automation I was going to have 
to be replaced, ,,, I said ’I don’t really think that’s the reason why 
you’re letting me go ...” 

Molina has never heard of any machines replacing him as the book- 
keeper. (p,370) He hea 2 ?d from as far away as California and Florida 
from friends who said he had been labeled ”a communist and saying I was 
a friend of Oswald’s," 

He has an attorney to see if he can take any legal action. 

He was standing on the front steps at the time of the assassina- 
tion and said of the source of the sound: 
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”Mr. Molina. Sort of like it reverberated, sort of kind of came 
from the west side; thtt was the first impression I got. Of course, 
the first shot was fired then there was aninterval between the first 
and second longer than the second and third,” (p,37l) 

Molina says, ”I just wanted to state in the record that I want 
to deny any accusations if there is any doubt in anybody’s mind.” Ball* 
reply was, ”No; there is nobfiidy I ever heard has accused you of anything 
Molina persists, and Ball repeats essentially the same answer, (p.373) 




